
Calendar 
Highlights 

January 5 
Epiphany 

Holy Communion 

January 8 
Community Forum 

The Future of Health Care 
Sanctuary 7:30 PM 

Children's Choirs and 
Bells Resume Rehearsals 

January 12 
Ordination and 

Installations of New 
Deacons and Elders 

Soup Sunday 
after 10 AM Worship 

January 18 
St. Wilfrid’s Clinic 

Camden  11 AM - 1 PM 

January 26 
Presentation by 

Presbyterian Foundation 
after 10 AM Worship

Hearts Open to Christ - Doors Open to His World

Glad Tidings
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Pastor’s Notes 

Dear Family of Faith Members, 

Sue would tell you that I'm not crazy about change and that 
I'm a creature of habit. I guess those two go hand in hand! 
I've eaten the same cereal at breakfast for years. I only shop 
for that breakfast food at the same Giant. I rarely vary the 
route I walk with our dog Chip. And in case you haven't 
noticed, I almost always wear blue clothes, a fact that the 
church staff members find quite humorous. 

But, like it or not, this new year will bring significant changes, for our church 
family and for the Getman family. Beginning January 1 our youth ministries  will 
be under Gabby Heimerling's leadership. We have expanded her responsibilities 
to full-time and have changed her position title from Director of Christian 
Education to Director of Youth and Family Ministries. We will welcome at some 
point a new Associate Pastor, who will bring fresh ideas about how we can be 
most faithful in our ministry and mission. 

And, of course, I will begin a new chapter in my life on May 1. Many of you have 
asked what I plan to do in my retirement. After long naps for a few months, I will 
pack up my new tool bag and begin volunteering with Habitat for Humanity. I so 
appreciate the work Habitat does in providing homes for low income families. I 
look forward to joining in that vital work in Wilmington. I'm sure other 
opportunities will present themselves, but I won't be rushing into any of them. 
That would require a change of my present plans! 

Inevitably, there will be many unforeseen changes for all of us - in our lives, our 
households and our family of faith. But the unaltering reality we can all cling to is 
the presence of God in all the twists and turns ahead of us. My prayer for all of us 
as we enter into 2020 is that we will entrust each day to our constant God, and 
maybe even discover some good things in change! 

In Christ's peace, 
Bill 

Rev. Bill Getman 
Senior Pastor
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Nancy Ruth 
Wainwright  

Children’s Choirs 

Mark A. Cole 
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SAVE THE DATES!  

By popular demand, Soup 
Sundays are back in 2020! 
Please save the following 
dates for soup and 
fellowship in Fellowship Hall 
following the 10:00 am 
service:   Jan. 12, Feb. 9, and 
March 15. 

Anyone interested in 
helping the Hospitality 
Committee with 
preparation, serving, and/or 
clean up, please contact 
Sharon Hoobler at (609) 
941-1768 (email
jlhsea@comcast.net) or
Virginia Dowd at
(856) 428-3378 (email
vdowd301@verizon.net).

EAT WELL SO OTHERS 
MAY BE NOURISHED TOO 

During the entire month of 
January the Westmont 
Diner (at the corner of 
Haddon and Maple Avenues 
in Westmont) will give a 
percentage of patrons’ bills 
to FEED MY STARVING 
CHILDREN.  

This contribution to FMSC 
will help underwrite the cost 
of the meals that will be 
packed at the 2020 Mobile 
Pack. 

Enjoy a meal out with your 
family and friends and 
support FMSC. Just tell the 
cashier when you leave that 
you are supporting Feed My 
Starving Children. Thank 
you.  

COMMUNITY FORUM –

The First Presbyterian Church 
will present a series of 
programs in the New Year 
entitled, Shaping the Future: 
A Forum Exploring Today’s 
Issues from a Moral 
Perspective.  

The first in the series will be 
held on Wednesday, January 
8th and is titled, “The Future 
of Healthcare: Exploring the 
Options.” The speaker is Drew 
Harris, D.P.M., M.P.H.  

Harris is a health-care 
advocate, lecturer, 
consultant, member of the 
Philadelphia Inquirer’s 
Health Advisory Panel, and 
assistant professor at the 
Thomas Jefferson University 
College of Population Health. 

The forum will take place 
7:30-9:00 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary. All are invited. We 
hope you will come, bring 
your questions, and deepen 
your knowledge. 

Keeping in Touch 

Here are the mailing and email 
addresses for Jeff and Nadia 
VanderKuip: 

5489 Grove Avenue 
Ladner, BC V4K 2A6 

family email: 
vanderkuips@gmail.com 
Jeff:jvanderkuip74@gmail.com  
Nadia: nadiavanderkuip@gmail
.com 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:jlhsea@comcast.net
mailto:vdowd301@verizon.net
mailto:vanderkuips@gmail.com
mailto:jvanderkuip74@gmail.com
mailto:nadiavanderkuip@gmail.com
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:jlhsea@comcast.net
mailto:vdowd301@verizon.net
mailto:beewulf@mac.com
mailto:beewulf@mac.com
mailto:vanderkuips@gmail.com
mailto:jvanderkuip74@gmail.com
mailto:nadiavanderkuip@gmail.com


                       MUSIC MINISTRY

3

Christmas Thank you! 
Christ is born!  And Nancy Ruth and I would like to express our heartfelt gratitude to 
everyone who helped us to proclaim His coming through music.  To all of the staff 
who prepared our music, to all of the choir 
members who dedicated many hours of their 
time learning and polishing their songs, to all 
of the volunteer choir parents who helped to 

look after our children and keep them 
organized, and to all of the parents and congregants who support 
this ministry: thank you so very much for your talents, your 
dedication, and your generosity!   

It is difficult to describe the amount of work that goes on behind the 
scenes as we prepare for the Candlelight Service, the Christmas Eve 
Services, and our Advent worship.  We are extremely thankful for 
each and every person who makes these things possible.  It is also 
difficult to quantify how your efforts touch the lives and hearts of the 
members of our community and church family.  The gratitude that 
individual congregants express to me and to Nancy Ruth is always 
overwhelming, and so we pass it onto you.   

Thank you all for 
supporting this ministry and for making it effective.  Please 
continue to hold this program in prayer as we worship our 
Savior through music in 2020, and please continue to 
express your love and support for its members.  Happy 
New Year to you all! 

Regular Rehearsals Resume 
On Wednesday, January 8th, all of our children’s choirs and 
bell choirs will resume their normal rehearsal schedules.  
Parents, please mark your calendars so everyone is present 
as we begin our new music.  Thank you! 

Peter Leibensperger 
Music Director



January 5   (Epiphany)  “ The Procession of the 
Magi” : A Many-Layered Masterpiece by Benozzo 
Gozzoli (1420-1497).  Wise men approach from 
three directions in the Magi Chapel in the palazzo of 
Piero di Cosimo de’ Medici.   

The House of De’Medici were paymasters of the 
Church in the 1450’s and the head of the House 
wished to celebrate with a continuous frieze around 
the walls of his private chapel, harking to the annual 
procession of the Lay Guild of the Magi in Florence 
each Epiphany.   

Included in the panorama are all the De’Medici 
princes (as crowned magi) and the entire 
intelligentsia of their court, showing humanist 
scholars coming under their leadership to worship 
the “King of Kings.”  
  
January 12 (Baptism of the LORD)    
  SOUP SUNDAY 
  
January  19  Miriam of Nazareth   1)  Mary the 
Mother of Jesus, the Theotokos.   “Hail Mary, thou 
favored one!” (Luke 1:28)  In the early Church Mary 
was hailed at the 431 Council of Ephesus as the 
Theotokos: the one who gave birth to the human 
who is God.   

This term, when mistranslated into Latin as Mater Dei 
has given rise to all sorts of mischief and division 
within Christianity as the place of the humble, 
faithful Virgin was raised from “Second Eve” and 
“Mother of God” to “Queen of Heaven.” 
  
January  26  PRESBYTERIAN FOUNDATION 
  
Our Christian Heritage Class, led by David Stedman, 
meets in the Hospitality Center on Sundays 
following our 10 AM Worship Service.  
The Hospitality Center is on the basement level next 
to Fellowship Hall and the Choir Room. All are 
welcome to attend. 

CHRISTIAN HERITAGE CLASS
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CALENDAR 

January 26th – Confirmation Class meets with 
Session Sunday 
February 9th  - Confirmation Class Worship  
(Sunday School through 2nd grade only) 
March 8th – Third Grade Communion class 
begins  
April 5th - Third Grade Communion Sunday 
(Palm Sunday) 
April 12th - Easter Sunday - NO Sunday School 
May 17th - Teacher Appreciation Sunday/Last 
Day of Sunday School

Parish Register
Baptized

Layla Melone, 
daughter of Abby and Christian Melone

Addisyn Renee Kent, 
daughter of Jayme and Bradley Kent 

Joined the Church Triumphant

Carol Reisner Sime 
December 1 

Patricia Eastwick 
December 20

New Member (correction)
Susan Tatem
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Another Wonderful Christmas Event at St. Wilfrid’s Open Door Clinic 

Fifty clients passed through the doors and received God’s love, health screenings, 
hygiene products and children’s books.  On this special day, children stayed 
downstairs in the Kids Corner and decorated gingerbread men.  Parents and 

grandparents chose a gift and stocking stuffers from 
the pews in the sanctuary. Thanks to generous 
donations and the hard work of the dedicated 
volunteers, 403 kids will have a gift this Christmas! 
We had several new volunteers who were such a gift 
to this outreach!  FPC members, Lori and Nick 
Palmer, painted the medical room walls that were 
installed and spackled by our youth group a few weeks ago. We welcome 
volunteers of all ages and talents. We especially need interpreters-at least 70% 
of clients are Hispanic.  
Supplies are getting low for future service dates (Jan. 18th, Feb. 15th and March 
21).  Children’s books, warm clothing, and non-perishable food may be left at 
the end of the hall between the parlor and sanctuary.  Call Jill Mascena for 
more info 856-428-7342. 
  

  

 Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!   

The Toy Box was overflowing.  The Mitten Tree’s branches were filled with mittens, scarves, hats and gloves.  
Alternative gifts shared God’s love and the true meaning of Christmas with our loved ones and desperate 
people around the world.  Thank you to everyone who donated to our Advent traditions.  Hundreds of 
people were helped by your generosity.  Unfortunately, there are many more men, women and children in 
need.  In the new year, we will continue to collect non-perishable food items, coats and hygiene products 
in the mission alcove behind the parlor.  Once a month, we will cook nutritious meals for the homeless at 
Joseph’s House in Camden.  Join us in whatever way you can.  Every little bit helps.  

Opportunities for Mission

A Special Thank You to Rita Brown 

Elder Rita Brown, pictured at left with her daughter and 
granddaughter, is retiring after many years as Chair of the Mission 
Committee.  She has been an active participant in many mission 
projects as well as a leader and administrator.  Rita’s heart for 
caring has inspired many and encouraged adoption of new 
projects as well as maintaining those already established. Rita has 
indeed been “a good and faithful servant.” Thank you, Rita, for all 
your help in keeping our Hearts Open to Christ and Doors Open to 
His World. 



PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
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The month of January was named for the Roman god 
Janus who had two faces – one facing backwards, the 
other looking forward.  As we Presbyterian Women 
welcome the new year, 2020, we look back over the 
past season, a rewarding one for our group, and 
forward into the promise of new activities.  

We have continued with the Presbyterian Church 
mission to “Educate a Child, Transition the World” by 
partnering with a student at the UrbanPromise 
Academy in Camden.  Our Prison Ministry volunteers 
(the Good Ladies) visit women inmates at the Camden 
County Correctional Facility weekly, reminding the 
women that God loves them, offering hope to them to 
face the challenges in their lives. Our Coffee Project is 
continuing into its sixteenth year, helping small-scale 
coffee, tea and cacao farmers sell their products 
directly and on fair terms. Members of our Circles 
continue to knit and quilt items which are then sent to 
needy areas in our country and overseas.   

Our PW is continuing to lend money to small 
entrepreneurs through Kiva, an international 
organization established fifteen years ago. Kiva 
provides people with small loans, giving them access 
to fair credit opportunities which allow them to help 
not only themselves but also their communities. It 
serves the poor and underserved. No interest is 
collected on loans and no interest is received by 
lenders. We do not consider Kiva to be a charity since 
borrowers repay their loans over a period of time.  

Linda O’Neill, who oversees our operations, reports 
that during the several years we have been involved 
(since April 2016), we have made loans in fifteen 
countries. Twenty-three have been completely repaid 
and fourteen are in the process of being repaid.   

During the past year, many loans have been made to 
women to further their education, including the 
following:   

1. Nestani from Tbilisi, Georgia, attending 
Ivane Javakhishvili University                     

2. Sandi from Tulkarem City, West Bank, 
Palestine, who is going to the local 
university              

3. Zamira from Zafarabad, Tajikistan, who is 
paying for her daughter’s education at 
the National University of Tajikistan  

4. Hawraa from Saida, Lebanon, attending 
the university for her Masters’ in English 
Literature                                                                                                                                                                          

Loans have also been given to women involved in 
businesses to support themselves and their families.  
These include women from Kenya, Ecuador and 
Paraguay.  When we receive payments, we then loan 
money to other individuals.  

We are looking forward to continuing our monthly 
meetings when we gather together to continue our 
study of the Ten Commandments, knit and sew items 
for needy people, and enjoy the camaraderie of our 
friends. Our Spring Gathering, on March 21, will feature 
a program about “Distributing Dignity.” Future forums 
will involve discussions on immigration, mental 
illnesses, gun violence and health care.  

January PW Meetings 

CT meeting will take place on January 7 at 9:45 AM in 
the Hospitality Center. 

Circle 4 will meet on January 13, Monday evening at 
7:15 in the Hospitality Center. Linda Hess will be the 
Hostess, 856-397-6605.                                                                                                      
Circle 1 will meet at 9:30 AM on January 21 in the 
Hospitality Center.                                         

Circle 3 will also meet on January 21, at 10 AM in the 
Church Parlor.   Hostess, Judy Grantham, 856-231-8922.
    —Connie Reeves



PRAYER CHAIN 

There is a group in our church family who 
strongly believe in prayer. The group was 
nicknamed The Kneelers a few years ago. If you 
have someone or something you are 
concerned about and would like extra support, 
call the church office and they will get to us 
OR go to the church website, 
www.haddonfieldpres.org, find the “Connect” 
menu at the top, click on “Prayer Requests” and 
type in your request OR call Jill Mascena at 
856-428-7342.

Feel free to ask for prayer for a first name or 
first and last. Leave a specific need or leave no 
need. Just the name is enough for God. He 
knows what the need is. 

The Prayer Chain (or the Kneelers) know how 
wonderful it is to feel hugged by God! 
If you would like to be part of the Prayer Chain, 
please call Jill Mascena.

Keeping Member Information Up To Date 

Many thanks to those who have let us know 
about changes of address and phone numbers 
and about the status of your adult children. 
Thanks, and apologies too, to those who have let 
us know about errors in the directory. We do our 
best to keep up with current information and to 
deal with the quirks of our computer program. 
Please let us know when we need to make a 
change! 

OUR NEW WEBSITE HAS A BLOG! 

Did you know our website has been updated? It 
is both more attractive and more functional! (Try 
it on your phone sometime.) One new feature is 
a blog, a perfect place for the pastor’s reflections 
and for the reflective voices of others. Recently, 
we posted Judy Grantham’s lovely stewardship 
message and Nadia's sermon with her prayer for 
First Presbyterian Church. Take a look. 
(www.haddonfieldpres.org – blog is under 
“Media”)

INTERFAITH CAREGIVERS INTERNSHIP 

It’s Not Too Early To Think About Summer 
Internships! 
College students looking for real life experience 
in their field of study should contact Interfaith 
Caregivers about summer internships. Work with 
people in a non-profit business environment 
that provides vital services to seniors and the 
disabled. Help this community-based 
organization by working on digital marketing 
projects, client services, and assisting with grant 
research.  
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DINE & DONATE  
DEACON FUNDRAISER 
@ JALAPEÑOS GRILL!

Eat authentic Mexican cuisine Thursday, 
January 23rd to benefit the Deacon fund. All 
day—breakfast, lunch, and dinner— 20% of 
your bill will go towards the Deacon fund.  

Bring a flyer to give to your server (available 
in the office or on the website). 900 White 
Horse Pike Oaklyn, NJ. THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
SUPPORT!



PERIODICAL

Ring out, wild bells, to the wild sky, 
The flying cloud, the frosty light: 
The year is dying in the night; 
Ring out, wild bells, and let him die. 

Ring out the old, ring in the new, 
Ring, happy bells, across the snow: 
The year is going, let him go; 
Ring out the false, ring in the true. 

Ring out the grief that saps the mind 
For those that here we see no more; 
Ring out the feud of rich and poor, 
Ring in redress to all mankind. 

Ring out a slowly dying cause, 
And ancient forms of party strife; 
Ring in the nobler modes of life, 
With sweeter manners, purer laws. 

Ring out the want, the care, the sin, 
The faithless coldness of the times; 
Ring out, ring out my mournful rhymes 
But ring the fuller minstrel in. 

Ring out false pride in place and blood, 
The civic slander and the spite; 
Ring in the love of truth and right, 
Ring in the common love of good. 

Ring out old shapes of foul disease; 
Ring out the narrowing lust of gold; 
Ring out the thousand wars of old, 
Ring in the thousand years of peace. 

Ring in the valiant man and free, 
The larger heart, the kindlier hand; 
Ring out the darkness of the land, 
Ring in the Christ that is to be. 

Alfred, Lord Tennyson,  from In Memoriam,
1850

It is an accepted English custom to ring English 
Full circle bells to ring out the old year and ring 

in the new year over midnight on New Year's 
Eve. Sometimes the bells are rung half-muffled 

for the death of the old year, then the muffles 
are removed to ring without muffling to mark 

the birth of the new year.  —Wikipedia

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Full_circle_ringing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Full_circle_ringing



